Pathogenesis and treatment of ANCA-associated vasculitis-a role for complement.
The antineutrophil cytoplasm autoantibody (ANCA)-associated vasculitides (AAV), although rare in childhood, can have devastating effects on affected organs, especially the kidney. In this review we present an update on the pathogenesis and treatment of ANCA vasculitis, with a particular emphasis on the role of the alternative pathway of complement. The rationale and evidence for the current treatment strategies are summarized. Targeting the activation of neutrophils by the anaphylatoxin C5a may serve as an additional therapeutic strategy, however the results of clinical studies are awaited.